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Friday, October 11 
 

8:00am-9:30am     REGISTRATION/HOSPITALITY DESK       Lobby 

 

8:15am       CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST    Bay 1A/1B  

Sponsored by: Sacramento State University 

  

8:30am - 9:25am   EVENT # 16     Bay 1A/1B 

WORKSHOP: Release the Beast...of Burden: Getting Out of Debt So That You Can Live 

Your Best Life 

 Ronald Floridia, University of Virginia’s College at Wise 

 

This workshop is designed to teach graduate students and faculty how to release themselves from 

the burden of student loan payments, credit card payments, auto loans, medical bills, and other 

forms of debt that weigh heavily on their daily lives. Attendees will leave with the confidence 

and tools needed to change their financial future. 

 

9:30am-10:40am   EVENT # 17     Bay 1A/1B 

PAPER PRESENTATIONS: High Times or Low Times? Marijuana Legalization 

Chair: David Makin, Washington State University 

 

Before the (Legal) Stoned Age: Youth Arrests in Light of Recreational Marijuana 

Legislation  

Mikala R. Meize, Washington State University 

Craig Hemmens, Washington State University 

Dale W. Willits, Washington State University 

David A. Makin, Washington State University 

Duane Stanton, Washington State University 

Mary K. Stohr, Washington State University 

Nicholas P. Lovrich, Washington State University 

 

The legalization of recreational marijuana allowed adults aged 21 years and older to legally 

purchase and use marijuana products but changed nothing legally for those under the age of 21. 

Previous research has indicated mixed results regarding the effect of medical marijuana 

legislation on youth marijuana use. Qualitative data from prior projects in Washington suggests a 

substantial concern with youth access among criminal justice professionals. The current study 

expands research to examine youth arrest rates for marijuana-related arrests in light of 

legalization of recreational marijuana in Washington and Colorado. Results indicate inconsistent 

patterns based on age group and state. 

 

To Sell or Not to Sell: Retail Marijuana and Crime  

Brittany Solensten, Washington State University 

Craig Hemmens, Washington State University 

Dale W. Willits, Washington State University 

David A. Makin, Washington State University 
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Duane Stanton, Washington State University 

Mary K. Stohr, Washington State University 

Mikala R. Meize, Washington State University 

Nicholas P. Lovrich, Washington State University 

 

Prior research indicates that cannabis legalization has not resulted in a sizable increase or 

decrease in crime. Importantly, however, much of this research has focused on state-level trends. 

The current study examines crime rates in the context of legalization at lower levels of 

aggregation – namely, at the city level. This is an important gap, not only because the socio-

demographic makeup of local areas could moderate the effects of legalization, but counties and 

municipalities can ban the establishment of cannabis retailer environments. Examining data from 

2011 to 2016, we explore legalization effects on crime at the local level in Washington State. 

 

Police Officers’ Experiences Under Marijuana Legalization and Recreational Sales 

 Oliver Bowers, Washington State University 

Craig Hemmens, Washington State University 

Dale W. Willits, Washington State University 

David A. Makin, Washington State University 

Duane Stanton, Washington State University 

Mary K. Stohr, Washington State University 

Mikala R. Meize, Washington State University 

Nicholas P. Lovrich, Washington State University 

 

Pivotal policy shifts are bound to experience implementation challenges. The legalization of 

recreational marijuana is no exception with research documenting a range of unanticipated 

challenges and consequences of legalization, though importantly also benefits. To better 

understand the extent to which this policy shift impacted public safety, we conducted interviews 

with law enforcement officers (n=92) across the state of Washington. This broad group of 

stakeholders represented street-level bureaucrats (SLB’s), mid-level managers, and executive 

command staff. Preliminary analysis, using thematic analysis, and keyword-in-context, suggests 

disparate experiences, understood within the context of the community and organizational 

culture. 

 

10:45am-11:45am    EVENT # 18     Bay 1A/1B 

PAPER PRESENTATIONS: Criminal Justice Education and Sexual Violence 

Chair: Alison S. Burke, Southern Oregon University 

Academic Contrapower Harassment and Student Evaluations: The Gendered Experience 

of Bullying, Intimidation, and Entitlement  

Alison S. Burke, Southern Oregon University 

 

While student evaluations are subjective and oftentimes arbitrary, they are frequently necessary 

for promotion and tenure requirements. However, the expectations students have of professors 

and the experiences they garner in class might be influenced by the gender of the professor rather 

than the actual merit of the instructional style. These experiences lead way to assessment of 

teaching effectiveness in the form of student evaluations, which are skewed by gender 

expectations and stereotypes. As such, student evaluations have the potential to foster a culture 
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of academic contrapower harassment (ACPH). The current study interviews professors and 

instructors of two liberal arts colleges to explore the gendered differences of perceived bullying 

of professors by students on anonymous student evaluations. 

 

Transformative Learning in Criminal Justice Study Abroad  

Diana Falco, University of Washington-Tacoma   

Jeff Cohen, University of Washington-Tacoma 

 

Study abroad offers students opportunities to explore U.S. and non-U.S. criminal justice systems 

and cultural interpretations of justice. Applying Stuckey, Taylor, and Cranton’s (2013) 

theoretical principles of transformative learning, we conduct a content analysis of reflective 

journals from 25 participants on a comparative criminal justice program to the Netherlands. 

Students were tasked with responding to guided journal entries prompting them to reflect on their 

sense of self, their understanding of the U.S. in global contexts, and their social-emotional 

experience while abroad. This presentation focuses on the results of our analysis and offers 

insights into the transformative potential of study abroad. 

 

Understanding the Violence: Analyzing the Peaks in Sexual Violence During the Early 

2000s  

Cortney Dalton, Washington State University 

 

Understanding sexual violence in armed conflict has been a concern for disciplines outside of 

and including criminology and criminal justice for many years. With understanding may come 

many benefits including prevention and resources for victims. Utilizing data by Cohen and 

Nordås (2014), this paper attempts to understand what caused the reported peaks in sexual 

violence in armed conflict first in 2001 and then in 2003. Possible answers will be provided 

through different theoretical explanations and additional conflict contexts. 

 

11:45am    CLOSING REMARKS    Bay 1A/1B 

Brian Fedorek, 2019 WACJ President  

 

 


